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The industrial drive
launched by chief
minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee in

West Bengal is right on
track. Contrary to some mis-
conceptions, the anti-land
acquisition movement and
even the exit of Tata Motors’
Nano from Singur have not
been able to derail it. “There
was a perception that Tata
Motors’ pullout from Singur
will spell doom for industri-
alisation in the state. Enor-
mous confusion about West
Bengal was created by vest-
ed interests,” state com-
merce and industries minis-
ter Nirupam Sen says.

He claims that the negative
propaganda may have mis-
led new domestic and over-
seas investors who do not
know about West Bengal.
“However, industrial houses
which are acquainted with
the state, have continued to
repose their faith in it. For
example, the existing play-
ers like Mitsubishi Chemi-
cals and Frito-Lay have
expanded their facilities in
the state. The IT major,
Wipro has decided to set up
their second facility in New
Town besides their existing
unit at Salt Lake Sector V,”
he adds.

The state government has
allotted 50 acres to Wipro at
New Town in Rajarhat. Cog-
nizant is setting up its facili-
ty at Bantala. Telcon, a Tata
Group company, has started
production in its newly-built
factory at Kharagpur.
Godrej is interested in set-
ting up a refrigerator factory.
Matrix will set up a coal-bed
methane-based fertiliser
plant at Panagarh in Burd-
wan. In addition, a ship
building unit will come up at
Haldia. “ I, therefore,
believe that things are mov-
ing in the right direction,”
Mr Sen adds.

He cites statistics to sup-
port his optimistic assess-
ment. “In 2009, when the
economic situation was not
good due to the global melt-
down, we received 206
Industrial Entrepreneurs
Memorandums (IEMs)

worth Rs 44,000 crore,” he
says. In case of project
implementation, the state is
also progressing very well.
“In 2009, 121 industrial
units commenced produc-
tion. These 121 units have a
cumulative investment of
over Rs 7,000 crore. In
2008, the project implemen-
tation was worth Rs 4,000
crore. Between 1999 and
2008, over Rs 34,000 crore
were invested in 1,646
industrial units in West Ben-
gal,” he elaborates.

Mr Sen, who also holds the
portfolios of industrial
reconstruction, public enter-
prises, development and
planning and power in the
state cabinet, besides com-
merce and industries, elabo-
rates further the industrial
drive of the state govern-
ment in an interview:

Q. Land is now a major
contentious issue, not only
in Bengal, but in the entire
country. How are you deal-
ing with this problem? Are
you planning to create a
land bank for the indus-
tries?
A. Yes, land is a big issue
today. However, creating
land bank is not a solution. It
can create other problems.
To create land bank, we have
to purchase the land, keep it
and allot it to the industries
when demands come. How-
ever, if no investor comes
forward and seek the land
from us in one or two years,
then the people who have
sold the land will start clam-
ouring why is the land lying
vacant. The state govern-
ment can’t dictate the
investors to set up their units
at a particular location. It is
upto them to decide the
location. We can do nothing
if the industries do not come
forward to get land from our
land bank in a particular
place. We have already
faced this problem in
Bolpur. So, we have decided
to set up the land bank in an
area after finalising the
anchor investor. In Pana-
garh, Matrix is the anchor
investor and we are purchas-

ing land there for a proposed
industry park, anticipating
that more players would
come following Matrix.

Q. PCPIR at Nayachar
and Haldia is considered
as one of the biggest indus-
trial projects for the state.
Can you outline its salient
features. What is the cur-
rent status of PCPIR and
when do you expect the
construction work to
begin?
A. It is a very big project and
once implemented will
attract thousands of crores
rupees of investment. A pre-
liminary environment
impact study of this project
has already been submitted
to the Centre. Now, a
detailed environment impact

assessment (EIA) is being
done. A lot of studies will be
carried out before getting
the final approval from the
Centre for the project. And I
think that all these studies
will need at least one year
time. Perhaps you also know
that Indian Oil and Cals
Refineries have already
shown interest to set up their
units at the proposed
PCPIR. The Government of
India in the mean time, has
decided to organise visits to
other countries to attract
investment in the three
PCPIRs in West Bengal,
Gujarat and Andhra
Pradesh. A delegation will
be visiting the US in the last
week of March.

Q. The state needs a deep

water port. The Union
finance minister has also
mentioned it in his budget
speech. When will we get
the port?
A. I would like to point out
that success of a PCPIR
depends on port facility. As
you know Kolkata and Hal-
dia, both are riverine ports
and suffering from low
draught problem. We need a
deep sea port to handle the
large vessels, which trans-
port crude oil. We have dis-
cussed the issue with the
developers of the PCPIR and
they have agreed to set up
such a deep sea port. We will
have to identify a suitable
location for the port.

Q. Iron and Steel industry
is another area of focus of

the state government. The
government has received
nearly Rs one lakh crore of
investment proposals from
different companies. Have
you allotted land to them?
A. We have been allotting
land to the companies which
have proposed to set up steel
units. Three such units will
come up at Raghunathpur in
Purulia and two companies
have already received land
and the third one will get
soon. The JSW Steel will
start their construction work
at Salboni very soon. So,
overall the progress is satis-
factory.

Q. Coal linkage to these
players is a big concern for
you. How will you tackle
it?

A. The state government has
demanded some coal blocks
from the Centre. Some
blocks we already have,
which would provide coal
supply to some of the steel
manufacturers. In addition,
the steel units, which will
also have captive power
plants, are also lobbying in
New Delhi for coal blocks.

Q. Will the state govern-
ment be able to allot land
to Videocon and Bhushan
among others at an alter-
native location instead of
Jamuria, if the Coal India
continues its opposition
due to the presence of
underground coal reserves
in the area?
A. We are in constant dis-
cussion with the Coal India
and have asked them to
identify land where the
industrial units can be set up
without disturbing the
underground coal reserves.
The issue has been resolved
for Aerotropolis, the coun-
try’s first airport city project
at Andal near Durgapur in
Burdwan. The problems
relating to Vedanta Group
and Bhushan Steel will also
be solved soon. Bhushan
Steel will get land at Salan-
pur. We will be finalising the
plot in March. 

Q. You are now also look-
ing after the power depart-
ment. What are your plans
to further augment the
power scenario, both the
capacity addition and dis-
tribution and specially the
rural electrification?
A. Power situation in our
state is not so critical. Here
the supply is at par with
demand except in the sum-
mer when demand picks up.
We are planning to set up
new generating stations.
More such stations will
come up at Sagardighi and
Bakreshwar, which will
increase our own genera-
tion. The rural electrification
programme is on course. I
have been told that the entire
BPL population in our state
will be covered by end of
2010.

BENGAL’S INDUSTRIAL JOURNEY CONTINUES

Kolkata is now regarded
as one of the attractive

destination for the IT and
ITeS companies across the
globe. Major companies like
IBM, Cognizant Technology
Solutions, TCS and Wipro
among others run their
facilities in Kolkata. 

Debesh Das, the West Ben-
gal IT minister, who com-
pleted his Ph.D. in 1997
from Jadavpur University
after the completion of his
Master Degree in Electron-
ics & Tele-Communication
Engineering in 1984, has set
his vision for the growth of
the IT and ITeS industries in
the state in future. “I want to
see West Bengal become the
centre of innovation,” he
says. 

Dr Das shares some of his
thoughts in an interview:

Q. What is the present
position of West Bengal
among other Indian states
in IT exports?
A. West Bengal is now sixth
in the rank after Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh and NCR in
IT exports. In 2008-09, the
IT export from our state
stood at about Rs 6,000
crore in value terms. And
more importantly, this
export has been growing at
25 per cent rate every year
against the national growth
rate of 12 per cent.

Q. What are the strengths
and weaknesses of the
state in attracting IT com-
panies here?
A. Our strength is the quali-
ty manpower and this has
been globally recognised

also. We also have the cost
advantage compared to the
other metro cities in the
country. In case of weak-
ness, I would like to say that
we need to develop for
infrastructure for the IT sec-
tor.

Q. What has West Bengal
achieved so far and what is
your target in the next five
years?
A. When I took charge of
this department in 2006, I
had set up some targets of
which I have achieved near-
ly 90 per cent. For example,
in May 2006, the IT industry
in the state meant only Sec-
tor V at Salt Lake: an area of
around 171 acres, where dif-
ferent IT and ITeS compa-
nies were located. Now,
three and half years later, the
IT and ITeS sector is spread
over 490 acres. Nearly 130

acres in Bantala and 10
acres in Nonadanga are
under construction. In addi-
tion, 350 acres at New Town
Rajarhat have been ear-
marked for IT companies.
We are also constructing IT
parks in Durgapur, Siliguri,
Kharagpur and Haldia on
three acre plot each. In case
of direct employment, the
figures have tripled since
May 2006 i.e. from 35,000
to over 1,00,000.

Q. Land has become a
major thorny issue. How
do you tackle this prob-
lem?
A. It is true that land is a
major issue. We have decid-
ed to purchase land for IT
parks in the four places I
have just mentioned. We
have already bought land at
Haldia, Siliguri and Kharag-
pur. I admit that Singur has

affected our pace but it has
certainly not stopped us. We
are growing.

Q. The state government
has already allotted 50
acres to Wipro at New
Town. What about Infos-
ys?
A. We are very keen to have
Infosys in our state. We have
offered them 50 acres at
New Town. Now, it is up to
them to decide. However,
we are in constant touch
with them. Besides, discus-
sion is going on with ITC
Infotech for its facility in
New Town. The HCL has
also taken 1.5 acres at Non-
adanga in the city. We have
also verbally made a pro-
posal to the HP to open a
centre in West Bengal.

Q. The small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) are
considered as the biggest
employer in the IT sector.
Are you giving importance
to SMEs?
A. Of course. We have been
focussing on SMEs and we
have several attractive
schemes for them. We also
want to invite more BPO
(business process outsourc-
ing) and KPO (knowledge
process outsourcing) com-
panies.

Q. What is the current sta-
tus of your dream project,
India Design Centre?
A. To begin with, we will set
up an incubation centre at
the IDC in collaboration
with the Bengal Engineering
and Science University
(BESU). Entrepreneurship
development is our focus.

Low cost factor makes Bengal
most preferred IT destination

UCO Bank is the
acronym of the erst-
while Commercial

Bank. The Bank was incor-
porated on January 6, 1943
under the name and style of
The United Commercial
Bank Ltd with its head
office at Kolkata. The Bank
commenced its business on
May 10, 1943, and along
with 13 other major Indian
banks was nationalised on
July 19, 1969 under the
Banking Companies Act,
1970. In 1985, its name was
changed to UCO Bank.

The bank has a total busi-
ness of Rs 1,78,366 crore
with total deposits at
Rs.1,04,059 and total
advances Rs 74,307 crore
as at the end of December’
09. The bank has a domes-
tic network of 2,147
branches spread across
India as of February, 2010.
It also has global presence
with 4 branches, 2 each in
Singapore and Hong Kong
and 2 representative offices
at Malaysia and China. Its
net profit for the 9-month
period ended December’ 09
was Rs. 632 crores. As of
December ’09, the GNPA
Ratio stood at 2.01% with
NNPA Ratio at 0.89%.

The bank already has
100% of its branches under
CBS coverage and is well
placed on the growth path
to transform into a world
class financial institution
catering to the needs of cus-
tomers under one roof.

UCO
Bank on
growth
path

West Bengal
stands sixth among
the Indian state in
IT exports.

West Bengal is the
third largest econo-
my in the country
after Maharashtra
and Uttar Pradesh.

The service sector
is the largest con-
tributor to the
gross domestic
product of the
state.

1/10th of India’s
market is in West
Bengal. 

On an average, an
amount of Rs
13,100 crore is
being spent by the
rural population on
purchase of indus-
trial goods every
year.

West Bengal is
among the three
states which has
received primary
nod from the Cen-
tre to set up PCPIR
(Petroleum, Chemi-
cals and Petro-
chemicals Invest-
ment Region) at
Nayachar.

The state has
received around Rs
1 lakh crore of
investment in the
iron and steel
industry.

Aerotropolis, the
country’s first air-
port city project is
coming up at Andal
in Burdwan district.

West Bengal has
received consistent
good amount of
FDI from Japan,
US, UK & others.

INVESTORS’
GUIDE
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